A Brief History of Flushing Meadows

Corona Park

Flushing Meadows Corona Park (FMCP) is the
largest park in Queens, comprising 897.5 acres of
athletic fields, landscaped meadows, lakes, fountains,
playgrounds, stadia, museums and a zoo.

Prior to 1939, the park was a massive dumping ground
for ashes. Parks Commissioner Robert Moses and
other city planners laid out an elaborate scheme to
replace these ashes with beauty and excitement. They
proposed transforming the site into a World's Fair.

A substantial percentage of the Fair's profits were to be
allocated toward the creation of FMCP. Unfortunately, the
1939 World's Fair failed as a financial venture, leaving
the dream for a park unrealized. Subsequently, in the
early 1960's a new World's Fair Corporation formed to
sponsor a sequel to 1939, with Robert Moses again

at the project's helm. Like the first one, the 1964 Fair
failed to yield profits, but it left behind several prominent
structures, which have provided a foundation for the
unique urban oasis Moses had envisioned. In 1967, the
fairgrounds were officially turned over to NYC Parks.

Today, FMCP hosts an array of recreational amenities.
FMCP is home to the Al Oerter Recreation center that
offers various programming for all ages. A computer
resource center at the site offers both free and
instructional time slots. There are racquetball courts,

an open fitness track and adaptable sport and fitness
opportunities. You can also enjoy the Aquatic Center
and World Ice Arena. This facility contains a state-of-the-
art indoor Olympic-sized swimming pool and regulation-
sized ice hockey rink. The Queens Wildlife Center,
Queens Museum, Queens Theatre and Hall of Science
have all undergone major renovations. Of course, the
park remains a haven for the millions that play, picnic,
read, relax and bathe in the sun.

There is a Park Administrator and administration
staff who oversee all facets of the daily operations,
programming and planning of the Park. For more
information, visit the NYC Parks website at
nyc.gov/parks or call (718) 760-6565.

Professional Sports Facilities

Citi Field (F8): Built in 2008, Citi Field is home to the
New York Mets professional baseball club. For ticket
information, visit newyork.mets.mlb.com or call
(718) 507-TIXX.

USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center (D-E11-12):

This sporting complex consists of both the Louis
Armstrong Stadium and the Arthur Ashe Stadium. The
National Tennis Center is home to the US Open, one

of the four prestigious grand slam tennis tournaments.
During the rest of the year, courts are available for public
play, instructional programs and tournaments. For more
information, visit the United States Tennis Association’s
website at usta.com or call (718) 760-6200.

Concessions

World Ice Arena public ice skating rink (G11-12):
Open all year. Call (718) 760-9001.

Pitch N Putt Golf and Miniature Golf (G12):
Open all year. Call (718) 271-8182.

Carousel (B14): Open to the public from April through
November. Visit fantasyforestnyc.com or call
(718) 788-2676.

World's Fair Marina Restaurant (B5): Open all year.
Call (718) 898-1200.

Terrace on the Park Catering Hall (B13): Open all year.
Call (718) 592-5000.

Wheel Fun Boat & Bike Rental (D-E17):
Visit wheelfunrentals.com or call (917) 231-5519.

Cultural Institutions

New York Hall of Science (B12): Built for the 1964
World's Fair, this facility is New York City’s only hands-on
science and technology museum. Visit nysci.org or call
(718) 699-0005.

The Queens Museum (C13): This visual arts center
is located in the New York City Building. It is home to
the Panorama of New York City, the World's largest
architectural scale model of an urban area.

Visit queensmuseum.org or call (718) 592-9700.

Queens Wildlife Conservation Society (Queens Zoo)
(C13): North American animals are exhibited on naturalistic
grounds, allowing an unusual intimacy between visitor and
wildlife. The Children’s Farm offers exhibitions of domestic
animals. Visit queenszoo.com or call (718) 271-1500.

Queens Theatre (D14): The theatre presents a variety of
professional performing artists and serves as a showcase
for local arts groups. visit queenstheatre.org or call

(718) 760-0064.

Queens Botanical Garden (113): The 39-acre botanical
garden is filled with garden displays and tree and flower
collections. Visit queensbotanical.org or call (718) 886-3800.

Sports and Recreation

Aquatic Center & Ice Rink (G11-12): Open all year.
Call (718) 271-7572.

Al Oerter Recreation Center (H12): Open all year.
Call (718) 353-7853.

Athletic Fields: The Park contains baseball diamonds,
soccer fields, tennis courts, volleyball courts and

cricket fields, all available by permit. Basketball and
handball courts are also located in the park. For permit
information, visit nyc.gov/parks or call (718) 393-7272.

Model Airplane Field (D-E20): This field is located by
Meadow Lake.

Playground for All Children (B15): This play facility provides
recreation for all youngsters and is ADA accessible.

Playgrounds: The Park has six other playgrounds: Buzz
Vollmer Playground (F12), Jurassic Playground (C18), Triassic
Playground (E21-22), Lawrence Street Playground (H13-14),
Mauro Playground (F25) and Saturn Playground (E12).

On the Waterfront

Meadow Lake (D18): This 93-acre manmade lake is New
York City's largest, where recreation seekers can enjoy
boating, biking, barbecuing, picnicking, a model airplane
field and the Jurassic and Triassic Playgrounds. For groups
of more than 20 people, a permit is required to picnic
and barbeque. For permit information, visit nyc.gov/parks
or call (718) 393-7272.

TASCA (E18): The American Small Craft Association.
Learn to sail on Meadow Lake. For nominal fees, expert

volunteers offer lessons for beginners. To register or
for more information, visit sailtasca.org.

ROW New York (E18): ROW NY teaches competitive
rowing paired with rigorous academic support to
empower youth from under-resourced communities.
For more information, visit rownewyork.org.

Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival NY (E18):
HKDBF-NY organizes a yearly dragon boat racing
competition held at Meadow Lake. For more
information, visit hkdbf-ny.org.

Willow Lake (D24): This 46.7-acre lake is the park's
designated freshwater wetland. While the lake is

open year-round, there are seasonal kayak and canoe
programs offered by the Urban Park Rangers and the
FMCP Conservancy. The Pat Dolan Trail (C-F25-26), which
traverses the park from 72" Rd/Grand Central Pkwy to
73" Terrace/Van Wyck Expy, connects park users with the
nature trail and a diverse ecosystem of plants, wildlife and
migratory birds. There is a Bird Blind (E25) at the southern
tip of the lake. For a listing of scheduled tours in this area,
visit nyc.gov/parks.

Flushing Bay Promenade (E6): A greenway along the
river front, it extends from LaGuardia Airport to the
Van Wyck Expy.

World's Fair Marina (E6): Open all year. For more
information, visit visit nyc.gov/parks or call
(718) 478-0480.

Special Events

There are many free events and celebrations offered
in the park during the entire year. To obtain a permit
application, visit nyc.gov/parks or call (718) 760-6560.

Safety and Education

The Passerelle Building, located directly opposite the
National Tennis Center parking lot, is the headquarters
of the Parks Enforcement Patrol (PEP). These Parks
Department peace officers patrol the park, enforce rules
and regulations, and are present to ensure your visit to
the park is safe. The Urban Park Rangers also patrol the
park to protect its natural resources. The Rangers offer
free nature tours and educational programs. To learn
more about Ranger programs, visit nyc.gov/parks.

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
Conservancy

The Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy was
founded in 2002 by Patricia (Pat) M. Dolan and a
group of civic leaders from the Borough of Queens in
recognition of the need for an organization devoted

to the restoration and preservation of the Park. The
primary purpose of the Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
Conservancy is to advance the restoration, maintenance
and safety of the Park and to foster public awareness of
and support for the Park.

In April 2012, the nature trail at Willow Lake was
dedicated as the Pat Dolan Trail, in recognition of
Patricia M. Dolan and her 20 years of service and
advocacy on behalf of local communities. Pat was
instrumental in working with former Borough President
Helen Marshall in raising millions of dollars for the Kew
Gardens Hills Library, founded the Kew Gardens Hills
Civic Association, directed the Queens Network at the
Queens Community House for 15 years, and served for
20 years on Community Board 8.

Following Pat's examples, the mission of the Flushing
Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy is to preserve,
maintain and restore the natural, historical and cultural
integrity of Flushing Meadows Corona Park in order

to ensure continued recreational and educational
opportunities for the surrounding communities.

The Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy
works closely with NYC Parks through the FMCP
Administrator and Parks Queens Commissioner.

For more information: www.fmcpc.org

f Flushing Meadows-Corona
Park Conservancy

To volunteer with the Conservancy in beautifying

our park, please email Jean C. Silva, President
of the Flushing Meadows-Corona Park
Conservancy, at jeanfmcpc@gmail.com.

FLUSHING MEADOWS
CORONA PARK

is the largest park in Queens.

JOIN US

in making it the World's Park!
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. “The World's Park”
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